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On the Question of Children's Questions

GAO Yang , QUE Kexin , Stella CHRISTIE
(Tsinghua Laboratory of Brain and Intelligence; Department of Psychology, School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Children aged 1~3 years ask many questions, which at times can be difficult to answer. Why do children ask questions
and how should caregivers and educators respond to them? In this paper, we review the scientific evidence on children's question-
asking, and how adults' responses may impact children's thinking. Research shows that children's questions offer a window to their
cognitive stages and development. Interestingly, even infants ask questions before they can speak in full sentences, reflecting that
curiosity and a spontaneous desire to learn are already present at an early age. Second, research shows that children do not ask
questions randomly; but rather choose what and whom to ask. There is also evidence that adults' responses to children's questions
matter: Not only can some answers facilitate young children's cognitive development, but they also allow children to evaluate adults
as trustworthy sources of information. Based on scientific evidence, we offer practical suggestions on how adults should respond
to young children's questions to best facilitate their cognitive development. Overall, understanding young children's "why's"can
provide deep insights into their cognition, thus helping parents and teachers to give responses that foster learning.

Key words: Infants, Question-asking, Adults'responses, Children's questions, Cognitive development, Learning
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